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Kakhaber Kiziria

17 Years old

“A Letter to a European Peer — From Independence to Freedom”

The history of Georgia has always been a symbol of the fight for freedom. For centuries, the Georgian
people have gone through many wars and struggles to protect their country and national identity. On May
26, 1918, Georgia declared its independence and established the Democratic Republic of Georgia. This

day became a symbol of hope and the return of freedom after many years of being under foreign rule.

However, independence did not last long. In 1921, the Red Army invaded Georgia by force and ended the
First Republic. Georgia became part of the Soviet Union, and once again, the country lost its national
freedom. The Soviet government tried to destroy Georgian culture and identity. They arrested and killed
many important people, especially from the intelligentsia. But even during those dark times, the Georgian
people did not give up. They continued to believe in freedom and passed this idea on to the next

generations.



In the 1980s, the national movement became active again. On April 9, 1989, the Soviet army brutally
attacked peaceful protesters in Tbilisi. This tragic event shocked the nation but also united people even

more. Two years later, on April 9, 1991, Georgia finally regained its independence.

But becoming free did not mean that everything would be easy. The 1990s were full of serious problems:
political crises, economic collapse, and wars in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Russia was also involved in
these conflicts. These years were a big test for Georgia. Still, the country stayed committed to its main

goals — building a democratic state, keeping its independence, and becoming closer to the West.

The Rose Revolution in 2003 was a turning point. It started a period of reforms, stronger institutions, and
the fight against corruption. Georgia also became more active in trying to join European and Euro-

Atlantic organizations. The road was difficult, but Georgia continued to move forward.

In recent years, Georgia has taken important steps toward Europe. In 2024, the European Union officially
opened the way for Georgia to join. This is not only a political achievement, but also a clear message
from the Georgian people: they want to live in a free, democratic, and modern country. For Georgians,

Europe is more than just a continent — it represents values like freedom, rule of law, and human dignity.

Now, as we approach May 26 — Georgia’s Independence Day — we are reminded that freedom is not
something we achieve once and forget. It requires responsibility, care, and commitment every day.
Georgia’s journey from independence to true freedom continues. The road is not easy, but every

challenge makes us stronger and more united.

Finally, My European friend, I hope that in the near future, Georgia will become a worthy member

of the great European family and will be as free as those countries.



